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OPINION
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THE PALM BEACH POST EDITORIAL BOARD’S
mission is to articulate the issues of the day,
advocate for policies for the betterment of the
community and encourage a civil and robust
exchange of ideas. The Board consists of Executive
Editor Rick Christie and Editorial Writer Howard
Goodman.

CARTOON VIEW DAVE GRANLUND

Gov. Ron DeSantis may actually believe that old
Ronald Reagan adage about the worst nine words in
the English language: “I’m from the government, and
I’m here to help.”

But you’d never know it, given the hefty $96.6 bil-
lion spending plan for fiscal 2021-22 that landed with
a thud in Tallahassee last week. Especially when that
surprisingly generous state budget wouldn’t be feasi-
ble without the largesse of the federal government.

Truth is, DeSantis’ budget wouldn’t be worth the
paper it’s printed on without a hoped-for multi-bil-
lion dollar injection of federal government cash into
state education, healthcare, unemployment benefits
and COVID-relief programs. Not to mention the note-
worthy plan to borrow $1 billion to pay for one of his
environmental priorities: sea-level rise mitigation.

To make all of this a reality — and give him any
chance of re-election — the governor is going to have
to acknowledge that there’s a new sheriff in Washing-
ton. One that, so far, appears to be less inclined to
simply hand over billions in federal dollars (and the
authority that comes with it) without some account-
ability. The previous White House’s hands-off ap-
proach, which allowed governors like DeSantis to
pretty much spend the money as they saw fit, is likely
a thing of the past.

The Post Editorial Board’s concern is the gover-
nor’s inability or unwillingness to acknowledge this
new reality. To his credit, his approach is perhaps the
most expedient way to devise a rosy state spending
plan, given the current state of our tourism-ravaged
economy. Imagine the debilitating hole we’d be in
without the estimated $17 billion in federal unem-
ployment payments and $4.5 billion from the federal
CARES Act that’s poured into state coffers. Oh, and
don’t forget the $1.2 billion for COVID-19 for testing
and another $200 million so far for vaccinations.

If President Joe Biden and the Democrats control-
ling Congress have their way, the federal government
will do more to help struggling states. So, if anything,
now is the time for DeSantis to find ways to work with
Washington.

Unfortunately, for Florida residents, the federal
government’s new direction isn’t sitting well with our
governor, who last month was quick to criticize the
Biden administration’s plan to use the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency to help with dispensing
COVID vaccines. “Just think about it: if you come in
and tell FEMA to create some type of camp, how long
is that going to take?” he said of the idea. “And then
are you going to divert vaccines from my efforts here?
I worry the more that they try to control the applica-
tion of it, I think that’s going to be very problematic.”

But DeSantis has come under wilting criticism
over his handling of the vaccine rollout. And current-
ly, Florida is home to nearly 2 million confirmed cases
of coronavirus and more than 27,000 deaths — and
growing. These are not statistics to suggest that help
isn’t needed.

The irony here isn’t lost on us. As a politician, De-
Santis has made a career out of opposing big govern-
ment and deficit spending, but as governor, he’s more
than willing to do both.

His proposed budget is $4.3 billion more than the
one currently in place. Among other things, it in-
cludes a $290 million boost for K-12 education, triples
state spending on both mental health and opioid
abuse, and provides $1 billion over four years for a
new environmental initiative called Resiliency Flori-
da that awards grants to state and local governments
that address climate change and sea-level rise.

To be sure, we expect this spending proposal to be
changed significantly by the Florida Legislature. Even
GOP lawmakers have already signaled a series of cuts
to state programs to help offset the projected state
budget gap.

But if budget-conscious lawmakers truly want to
help the state, they’d keep DeSantis’ education and
environmental initiatives and scrap the $700 million
earmarked to design 300 miles of new “toll roads to
nowhere.” They’d do away with nonsense like the
inane $16.7 million designated for “election oversight
activities.” They could also start collecting already
owed state tax revenues from internet sales, allow
state colleges to raise tuition to meet needs and re-
mind the governor to restart those “compact” negoti-
ations with the Seminole Tribe to again collect reve-
nue from legal gambling.

Our state faces big budget problems that call for
big, bipartisan solutions. It’s clear from the gover-
nor’s budget proposal that he understands this. The
sooner he and Florida lawmakers acknowledge this
new reality in addressing the state’s needs, the better.
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DeSantis must
work with new
White House

Computer’s on fritz. So, no vaccination?

I am a healthy 85-year-old. I am not a racial or eth-
nic minority nor a healthcare worker. And my com-
puter is not functioning well. The library does not
open at 6 a.m., therefore I cannot go there, although I
am computer literate.

I am a retired surgical administrator, but my past
careers do not help me now in obtaining an appoint-
ment for a COVID vaccination. I live within two miles
of a Publix, CVS and Walgreens but if I can’t get on-
line, I will not be able to get protected any time soon.

Am I being punished for living a healthy lifestyle
for all my life and not being a nursing home resident? 

Claudette Fabian, North Palm Beach 

Don’t undermine minimum wage

Kudos to the Post’s Frank Cerebino, who pointed
out in his Feb. 3 column the thwarting of the people’s
will by our dysfunctional legislature, using the exam-
ple of the minimum wage amendment voted in by
more than 60% of Florida voters last November. 

Apparently, the Republican legislative majority
wishes to create a separate class of workers unde-
serving of the increased wage — including those un-
der 21, convicted felons, and other “hard-to-hire”
people who only deserve a “training wage.”

The legislature was able to throw up roadblocks to
a previously popularly passed amendment to rein-
state voting rights to felons who had served their

time, an obvious ploy to suppress the votes of those
who may not support the current Republican majority. 

Howard Goldman, Delray Beach 

Crime, not color, drives tension between cops
and minorities

Two FBI agents were killed and three others
wounded while serving a warrant by a suspected crim-
inal. The American public should take note: This is
why police officers across the country have been quick
to shoot first and ask questions later.

The turmoil between law enforcement departments
and minorities is caused mostly by crime of every col-
or, and not race alone. As an advanced society we
should strive to improve race relations, but more than
this we must make a greater attempt to reduce the
causes of so much crime: poverty, an inadequate edu-
cation system, lack of jobs, drug abuse, and disinte-
gration of the family structure. These conditions are
the true culprits in our nation’s complex web of prob-
lems. 

Vito Leonardi, Greenacres
The Palm Beach Post is committed to publishing

a diversity of opinion. Please send your views to let-
ters@pbpost.com or by mail to Letters to the Editor,
The Palm Beach Post, 2751 S. Dixie Highway, West
Palm Beach, FL 33405. Letters are subject to editing,
must not exceed 200 words and must include your
name, address and daytime phone number (we will
publish only your name and city).
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Underserved communities and the clinics who care
for them have been among the hardest hit by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Thousands of Palm Beach County
residents, many of whom are essential workers, de-
pend on a network of free clinics for basic and critical
health needs. These members of our community have
been severely impacted by the loss of services and ac-
cess to care due to the pandemic. The COVID-19 pan-
demic has dealt a serious blow to the health of free
clinics as well.

Florida’s largest free clinic is the Caridad Center, lo-
cated in Boynton Beach. Caridad has a small number
of employees and hundreds of volunteers, including
142 general and specialty physicians. The clinic pro-
vides a broad range of services, including medical,
dental, mental health and social services. While Cari-
dad has instituted telehealth services and managed a
relatively small number of in-person visits, cancella-
tions by many of the volunteer doctors during the pan-
demic forced the clinic to cancel thousands of appoint-
ments and turn away new clients. Case in point, in
2019, Caridad had 16,000 appointments, 1,600 at each
of our two clinics each month. That dwindled to 6,000
at each clinic when COVID-19 hit, a drop of 250%.

Why the cancellations? As with most free clinics,
Caridad’s medical staff consists entirely of volunteers
-- many of whom are over 65 and among those at high-
er risk of complications from COVID. Almost half of the
volunteer physicians stopped seeing patients at Cari-
dad while awaiting vaccination. Once vaccines be-
came available, hospital workers were appropriately
prioritized. Physicians who work solely in outpatient
settings were left out of most vaccination plans and
struggled to get immunized. Only now are those physi-
cians eligible and able to receive the vaccine. Many are
returning, but it will take months to catch up on ap-
pointments.

Although the volunteer physicians will soon be re-
turning to Caridad, the loss of those services due to the

pandemic will be felt for years to come, both in terms of
the physical and mental health of thousands of Palm
Beach County residents. Lack of access to care can have
a devastating impact on short term and long-term
health. Loss of access to community health centers and
lack of preventive care also add to the burden of our re-
gional hospitals and emergency rooms.

Like some of the patients it serves, Caridad will suffer
immediate and long-term consequences from the pan-
demic. Much of the financial support for Caridad comes
from in-person fund-raising events which have been
and will continue to be canceled due to COVID. Cancel-
ation of the clinic’s largest fundraiser, the Call to Heart
Ball, resulted in a half of a million dollars in lost revenue.
Caridad is now scrambling to make up for that loss
through other means.

The health of our economically disadvantaged citi-
zens affects all of us beyond the current pandemic – in
both human and economic terms. The COVID crisis has
highlighted many of the health and economic dispari-
ties in our country. Safety-net clinics provide a lifeline to
those who need our help the most and serve an impor-
tant role in the community.

ROBERT HECHT, DELRAY BEACH

Editor’s Note: Hecht is a Caridad Center board mem-
ber, volunteer physician and member of the American
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists Section XII
Committee on Healthcare for Underserved Women.
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COVID puts long-term health
of most vulnerable at risk
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